
SHAPE YOUR FUTURE 
BASED ON YOUR 
RESEARCH INTERESTS
Human society cannot exist without language. 
Both our PhD and MA programs in Applied 
Linguistics and Discourse Studies, housed in 
the School of Linguistics and Languages Studies 
(SLaLS), emphasize the central role that language 
plays in educational, workplace and other social 
contexts. Our students can draw on one or both 
of the fields of applied linguistics and discourse 
studies to suit their own study and research goals. 
Our comprehensive grad programs are unique in 
North America as these two fields are typically 
housed in different departments or faculties at 
other universities.

Both our PhD and MA programs are grounded  
in research and address practical and theoretical  
language-related issues relevant to language 
learners, educators, researchers, policy-makers 
and communication professionals. We emphasize 
hands-on research involving close collaboration 
between students and faculty members. 

We also offer collaborative programs in African 
Studies and Digital Humanities to MA students.

 

CAPITAL ADVANTAGE
Ottawa is home to the federal government  
as well as many educational institutions and  
non-profit organizations. Our proximity to these 
organizations provides our graduates with many 
career opportunities. The nation’s capital has  
also been named one of the best Canadian cities  
to live in by MoneySense magazine which makes  
it a great place to be while preparing for your 
future career.  

Many of our graduates have accepted academic 
positions and/or continued their studies in  
education, literacy, rhetoric, sociolinguistics 
and other fields at distinguished universities in 
Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Oman, South Korea, 
the UK, the USA and other countries. They teach 
in schools, colleges, universities and community 
programs all over the world. They also work as 
researchers, learning specialists, policy advisers, 
and writing coaches in government, educational 
institutions, corporations and non-profit  
organizations in Canada and elsewhere.

“Our graduate programs are unique in North America.”

carleton.ca/slals

GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN

APPLIED  
LINGUISTICS 
AND DISCOURSE 
STUDIES

“ My time in the master’s program provided me  

with a strong preparation to further pursue my academic 

career. That was not only to understand theoretical 

considerations of my research interests but also to  

gain great hands-on experience. ” 

— Yoichi Mukai, MA/14

“ Professors’ support far exceeded what I expected 

when I entered the program. Whether I needed advice  

on assignments or direction with my research and 

my career path, I found the professors exceptionally 

supportive and understanding. ” 

— Sebastien Cloutier, MA/14

This document is available in a variety of accessible formats  
upon request. A request can be made on the Carleton 
University website at: carleton.ca/accessibility/request.

@CUGradStudies
youtube.com/GradsAtCarleton

http://carleton.ca/slals
http://www.carleton.ca/accessibility/request
http://www.twitter.com/@CUGradStudies
http://www.youtube.com/GradsAtCarleton


APPLICATIONS AND DEADLINES
For more information about our program(s),  
please visit this website: carleton.ca/slals.

Details about how to apply are available here: 
graduate.carleton.ca/apply-online. 

You can access an online application at this  
website: graduate.carleton.ca/applynow.

All applicants to our Master’s program must 
submit their completed application by March 1.

All PhD applicants must submit their application 
by February 1. 

Applicants who apply after these dates may be 
considered for funding, if funding  
is still available. 

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
For admission into Carleton’s graduate  
programs, you will need to demonstrate that  
your knowledge and use of English are strong 
enough for graduate studies at an English  
language university. For a listing of our  
minimum English-language requirements,  
please visit our website at  
graduate.carleton.ca/international. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Generous funding is available in the form  
of teaching/research assistantships and  
scholarships based on academic excellence.  
We encourage students to compete for external 
scholarships from the OGS and the Tri-Council 
(NSERC, SSHRC, CIHR), whichever is relevant  
to their research. For additional information  
on scholarships visit:  
graduate.carleton.ca/financial-assistance.

 

MA IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS  
AND DISCOURSE STUDIES

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 n BA (Honours) degree in a discipline involving  
the analysis of language or the study of  
language use or learning, or a three-year  
BA degree in a relevant discipline combined  
with a BEd or CTESL

 n A minimum of B+ in related courses and  
a B overall in academic work.

Relevant professional experience may also  
enhance a candidate’s application to the  
MA program. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
You need to provide the following documents:

 n Two letters of reference

 n A Statement of Intent (1-2 pages)

 n A writing sample (representative of your  
academic writing)

 n A resumé/CV 

 n A copy of transcripts from all post-secondary 
institutions you have attended.

 n If applicable, a copy of your English-language  
test results

Note: Official documents (transcripts, test scores) will  
be required if you are accepted into our program.

 

PHD IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS  
AND DISCOURSE STUDIES

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
 n Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics,  
Discourse Studies, Literacy, Teaching English  
as a Second Language, Writing Studies, or  
an acceptable equivalent field 

 n Minimum A- average (10.0 GPA)

Relevant professional experience may also  
enhance a candidate’s application to the  
PhD program. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
You need to provide the following documents:

 n Three letters of reference

 n A Statement of Intent (approximately 3,000 
words outlining your proposed area of research, 
including a reference list)

 n A writing sample (representative of your  
academic writing)

 n A resumé/CV 

 n A copy of transcripts from all post-secondary 
institutions you have attended.

 n If applicable, a copy of your English-language 
test results

Note: Official documents (transcripts, test scores) will  
be required if you are accepted into our program.

Specific program requirements for 
both our MA and PhD  can be found 
in the Graduate Calendar online at:  
calendar.carleton.ca/grad.

School of Linguistics and Language Studies
236 Paterson Hall
Carleton University
1125 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON, Canada K1S 5B6

Tel. 613-520-2802 
Fax: 613-520-6641
Email: linguistics@carleton.ca 0415
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